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1. (Canceled) A method comprising: 
attempting to swhorize a caU from a user made to a manber. 
routing the caU, after the call is authorized, to a remote location; and 

2. (Canceled) The method of claim I further comprising coUecting information 
related to the user to be used in authorizing the user. 

3. (Canceled) The method of claim I further comprising coUecting infoimation 
related to the user to be used in authorizing the user. 

4. (Canceled) The method of claim 1 further comprising veri^sring the vaUdity of Ae 

destination. 

5 (Canceled) The method of daim 1 fiirther comprising streaming the media 
ooment from *e user and to the destination after the caU signaling is set up. 

6. (Canceled) The method of claim I in which the call signaling uses an H.323 
routing protocol. 

7. (Canceled) The method of claim 1 in which the call signaling uses a session 
initiation protocol. 

8. (Canceled) An article comprising a machine-readable medium which contains 
TOachine-executable instructions, the instructions causing a machine to: 

attempt to authorize a caU from a user made to a number, 

route the caU. after the caU is authorized, to a remote location; and 

set up call signaling at the lemote location between the user and a destination of the call 

so that media content of the call flows between the user and the destination but not through the 

remote location. 

9. (Cancded) The article of daim 8 further causing a machine to collect 
information related to *e user to be used in authorizing the user. 

10. (Canceled) TTiearticleof daim 8 fimber causing a machine to verify the validity 

oftbedestitxation. 

U. (Canceled) ThearticleofclaimSfiHthercausingamachinetotrackusageofa 
calling card used by the user to make the call 
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12. (Canceled) The article of claim 8 funher causing a machine to stream the media 
content from the user and to Ae destination after the call signaling is set up. 

13. (Canceled) The article of claim 8 in which the call signaling uses an H.323 
routing protocol. 

14. (Canceled) The article of claim 8 in which the call signaling uses a session 

initiation protocol. 

15. (Canceled) A system comprising: 

an authorizing mechanism configured to attempt to authorize a caU from a user made to a 
number; and 

a proxy server configured to route the call, afler the call is authorized by the authorization 
mechanism, to a remote server included at a location remote from the authorization mechanism 
and configured to set up call signaling between the user and a destination of the caU so that 
media content of the call flows between the user and the destination but not ihrougji the location. 

16. (Canceled) The system of claim 15 fijrther comprising an inbound mechanism 
configured to receive the call and to communicate with the authorization mechanism. 

17. (Canceled) The system of claim 15 finther comprising an Interactive Voice 
Response (IVR) mechanism configured to collect information related to the user to be used in 
authorizing die user. 

1 8. (Canceled) Th6 system of claim 1 5 funher comprising a phjrality of Voice Over 
Internet Protocol (VOIP) mechanisms, each of the pluraUty of VOIP mechanism configured to 
receive a call made to a different number. 

19. (Canceled) The system of daim 1 5 in which the remote server is also configured 

to veri^ the validity of the destination. 

20. (Canceled) The system of claim 1 5 in which the remote server is also configured 
to track usage of a calling card used by the user to make the call. 

2 1 (Canceled) The system of claim 1 5 fimher comprising a gateway mechanism 
configured to stream the media content from the user and to the destination after the remote 

server sets up the call signaling. 

22. (Canceled) The system of claim 1 5 in which the proxy server sets up the call 

signaling using an H.323 routing protocol. 
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23. (Canceled) Tbfi system of daim 15 in which the proxy server sets up the caU 
signaling using a session initiation prowool. 

24. (Canceled) The system of claim 1 5 in which the user makes the caU using a 

calling card. 

25. (Canceled) A system comprising: 

an inbound gateway mechanism configured to receive a Voice Over Inteniet Protocol 
(VOIP) call made by a user across a network; 

a gathering mechanism configured to communicate with the inbound gateway mechanism 
and to gather information related to the VOIP call ftom the user, 

an authentication mechanism configuted to authenticate the user based at least on the 
information and on stored information accessible by the authentication mechanism; 

an outbound gateway mechanism conagured to communicate with a destination of the 

VOIP call; and 

a server mechanism configured to. once liie authentication mechanism authenticates the 
user, set up call signaling with the inbound gateway mechanism, to set up call signaling with the 
outbound gateway mecbanism. and to instruct the inbound gateway mechanism and the outbound 
gateway mechanism to stream media content related to the VOIP call to each other. 

26. (Canceled) The system of the claim 29 further comprising: 

an inbound network including the inbound gateway mechanism and the gathering 
mechanism and the gathering mechanism, and 

an outbound network at a remote location ftom the inbound network and including the 

outbound gateway mechanism- 

27. (Canceled) The system of claim 29 in which the inbound network also includes 

the authentication mechanism. 

28. (Canceled) The system of claim 29 further comprising a customer network at a 
location remote fiom the inbound network and the outbound network and including the 
authentication mechanism. 

29. (Canceled) A system comprising: 

an inbound gateway mechanisro operable to receive a Voice Over Internet Protocol 
(VOIP) call; 
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a gathering mecOwnism configured to conununicate with the inbound gateway raedwnism 
and to gather infonnation associated with the VOIP cail; 

an ambenthication mechanism configured to authenticate a user associated with the call 
based at least in part on the information associated with the VOIP caU and stored information 
accessible by the authentication mechanism; 

an outbound gateway mechanism configured to communicate with a destination of the 

VOIP call; 

a server mechanism configured to set up caU signaUing with the inbound gateway 
mechanism and the outbound gateway mechanism, and to instroct the inbound gateway 
niechanism and the outbound gateway mechanism to stream media content related to the VOIP 

call to each, other and 

an inbound proxy mechanism commuincably located between the inbound gateway 
mechanism and the server mechanism and the server mechanism, wherein the inbound proxy 
machanism is configui«i to communicate with the inbound gateway mechanism and the server 
mechanism. 

30. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 

^ fi^ K^w<«r nMwork. ^V'^^n the fiisT bonder netWOrV includes: 

an inbound gateway mechanism operable to receive a Voice Over Internet 

Protocol (VOIP) call; 

a gathering mechanism configured to commuoicsie with the inbound gateway 

mechanism and to gather infimnsiion associated with the VOIP call; 

an authenthication mechanism outsirt. the fir^ networjc and configured to authenticate a 
user associated with the caU based at least in part on fte information associated with the VOIP 
call and stored information accessible by the authentication mechanism; 

, , A ^..JA^ ni^oTk. th^ ^i^A bonlpr netwoiic includes: 

an outbound gateway mechanism configured to communicate with a destination 

of the VOIP call: , , « ^ 

a server mechanism ^-^^^^^ th. At^t ne^voTV and ni,tside »^econd network; configured 

to set up caU signaUing with the inbound gateway mechanism and the outbound gateway 
mechanism, and to instruct the inbound gateway mechanism and me ouftK>und gat^^^ 

mechanism to stream media content related to the VOIP call to each other.«d 
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31 (Canceled) The system of claim 29 in which the gathering roechanism includes 

an interactive voice response mechanism. 

32. (Canceled) The system of claim 29 in which the authenucaiion mechanism 

includes a radius server. 

33. (Canceled) The system of claim 29 in which the server mechanism is also 
conHgured to maintain control of the VOIP call while the inhowd gateway mechanism and the 
oathound gateway mechanism stream the media content to each other. 

34. (Canceled) The system of claim 29 in which the server mechanism includes an H, 

323 server. 

35. (Canceled) The system of claim 29 in which the server mechanism includes a Sff 

server. 

36. (Canceled) The system of claim 29 in which the user malces the VOIP call usmg 
a calUng card and the information gathered by the gathering tnechanisro includes an identifier 
associated with the calling card. 

37. (Canceled) A system comprising: 

an inbound gateway mechanism operable to receive a Voice Over Imemet Protocol 

(VOIP)caU; . 
a gathering mechanism configured to comnmnicate with the inbound gateway mechamsm 

and to gather infoimation associated with ibe VOIP caU; 

an auihcnthication mechanism configured to authenticate a user associated with the call 
based at least in part on the information associated with the VOIP caU and stored in&nnation 
accessible by the authentication mechanism; 

an outbound gateway mechanism configured to commnnicate with a destination of the 

VOIP call; 

a server mechanism configured to setup call signalling with the inbound gateway 
mechanism and the outbound gateway mechanism, and to instruct the inbound gateway 
mechanism and the outbound gateway mechanism to stream media content related to the VOIP 
call to each other, and 
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in which the infonnation includes a telephone manber and the stored infonnation 
includes an indication of telephone nvwnbets that the user naay not call. 

38. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 30 in which the gathering mechanism 
includes an interactive voice response mechanism. 

39. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 30 in which xbe authenticdtion 

mechanism includes a radius server. 

40. (Previously Presented) The system ofclaim 30 in which the server mechanism is 
also configured to maintain control of the VOIP caU while the inbound gateway mechanism and 
tbs outbound gateway mechanism stream the media content to eadi other. 

41. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 30 in which the server medianism 

includes an H. 323 server. 

42. (Previously Presented) Tht system ofclaim 30 in which the server mechanism 

includes a SIP server, 

43. (Previously Presented) The system ofclaim 30 in which the user makes the VOIP 
call using a calling card and the information gathered by the gathering mechanism includes an 
ujentifier associated with the calling card. 

44. (Canceled) The system of the claim 30 further comprising: 

an inbound network including the inbound gateway mechanism and the gathering 
mechamsro and the ga^ering mechanism, and 

an outbound network at a remote location from the inbound network and including the 
outbound gateway mechanism. 

45. (Canceled) The system ofclaim 30 in which the inbound network also includes 

the authentication mechanism. 

46. (CurrenUy Amended) The system of claim 30. wherein the authentication systaa 
»f . r.i«mmer network fiulhor comprising a cuato me r notwotk at a loco t ion romot e fh»a 

m o inb uui iq n m wo ilf ind T hn u utbound rcffv^mTk and including t h.^ O ud t o mi oation moo hnnii m . 

47. (Canceled) The system ofclaim 37 in which the gathering mechanism includes 
an interactive voice re^onse mechanism, 

48. (Canceled) The system ofclaim 37 in which the authentication mechanism 

includes a radius server. 
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49. (Canceled) The system of claim 37 in which the server roedwnisro is also 
configured to maintain control of the VOIP call while the inbound gateway mechanism and the 
outbound gateway mechanism stream the media content to each other. 

50. (Canceled) The system of claim 37 in which the server mechanism includes an H. 

323 server. 

51. (Canceled) The system of daim 37 in which the server mechanism includes a SIP 

server. 

52. (Canceled) The system of claim 37 in which the user makes die VOIP caU using 
a calling card and the information gathered by the gathering medianism includes an identifier 

associated with the calling card. 

53. (Canceled) The system of the claim 37 ftirdier comprising: 

an inbound network including the inbound gateway mechanism and the gathering 
mechanism and the gathering mechanism, and 

m outbound network at a remote location ftom the inbound network and including the 

outbound gateway mechanism. 

54. (Canceled) The system of claim 37 in which the inbound network also includes 

the authentication mechanism. 

55. (Canceled) The system of claim 37 further comprising a customer network at a 
location remote fiom the inbound netwoik and the outbound network and including the 

authentication mechanism. 

56. (New) A multi-netwoik access method, the method comprising: 

providing a network, wherein the network is local to a first accessing device, and wherein 

the network includes; 

an inbound gateway, and 

an interactive voice response system communicably coupled to the inbound 

gateway; 

' receiving a communication request fiwn the first accessing device at the mbound 
gateway, wherein the communication request indicates a communication destination associated 

with a second accessing device; 

connecting the first accessing device to the interactive voice response system, wherein 

' information associated with the communication request U gathered; 

8 
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providing an authentication packet including at least some infiomatioQ associated with 
the communication request to a server system outside the netwodc, wherein the server system 
authenticates tiie communicsiion request and directs a media portion associated with the 
communication request to the second accessing device, and whererin the media portion bypasses 
the server system. 

57. (New) The inetbod of claim 56, wherein the first network is maintained by a first 
entity, and wherein the second network is maintained by a second entity. 

58. (New) The mefliod of claim 56, wherein the first network includes an access 
network comprising the interactive voice response system and the inbound gateway, and a 
customer network comprising the server mechanism, wherein the customer network is distinctiy 
accessible. 

59. (New) The mettiodofdaim 56, wherein the server system includes a radius 

server, 

60. (New) Themethodof claim 56, wherein the server system maintains control of 
the VOIP call while the inbound gateway mechanism and tt»e outbound gateway mechanism 
stream the media portion to each other. 

61 . (New) The m«hod of claim 56, wherein the sever system includes an H. 323 

server. 

62. (New) The method of claim 56, wherein the server system includes a SIP server. 

63. (New) The method of claim 56, wherein the user nwkes the VOIP call using a 
calling card and the information gathered by the gathering mechanism includes an identifier 

associated with the calling card. 

64. (New) The metiiodofdaim 56, the method fimber comprising: 

an inbound network including the inbound gateway mechanism and the gatiiering 
mechanism and the gsdiering mechanism, and 

an owbound network at a remote location fi^om the inbound network and including the 
outbound gateway mechanism. 

65. (New) A method fat fecilitating third party si^port of telecommunication 

services, the method comprising: 

providing a tdecommunicarion services network; 

9 
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tcceiving a communication request from an inbound gateway outside the 
tdecommunication service network, wherein the inbound gateway is part of a border network, 
and whereia the communication request includes an suthenticaiion packet; 

based at least in pan on the authentication packet, providing an authentication 
indication to the inbound gateway outside the tdecommunicaiton services network; and 

directing a media content associated with the conununication request to transfer from the 
inbound gateway outside the telecommunication services network to an outbound gateway 
outside the teleoommunicaiion services network, wherein the media content bypasses the 
tdeconamunicaiion services network. 

66. (New) The method of claim 65, the meftod further comprising: 

gjttbering information related to the requested communication, wherein at least a 
portion of the information collected is incoiporated into the authentication packet 

67. (New) The method of claim 65, the method ftirtber comprising: 
verifying the validity of a destiiwrion. 

68. (New) The method ofdaim 67, the method further comprising streaming the 
media content ftom the user and to the destination after the call signaling is set up. 

69. (New) The method of claim 65. wherein directing the media content associated 
with the communication request is done using a protocol selected from a sfoup consisting of: a 
session initiation protocol and an H.323 routing protocol. 

70. (New) The method of claim 65. wherein the method fiirther comprises: 

registering an entity with die tecommunication services network, wherein the 
communication request is received from the entity, and wherein the entity is selected from a 
group consisting of: a number, a device, and a user. 

71. (New) An system fox thrid party servicing of calls,tbc system comprising: 

a network, wherein die network includes a server associated with a computer readable 
medium, and wherein the computer readable medium includes instroctions executable by the 
server to: 

tecdve a communication request from an inbound gateway outside *e network, 
wherein the communication request includes an authentication packet iondicating an entity 
registered with the networte 

10 
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based at least in part on the authentication packet, providing an authentication 
indication lo the inbound gateway outside the network; and 

diiecting a media content associated wi* the communicatian request to transfer 
fiom the inbound gateway outside the networic to an outbound gateway outside the network, 
wherein the communication portion bypasses the network, 

72. (New) Hie system of claim 71, wherein the inbound gateway outside the network 
is electricaUy coiq>led to an interactive voice response system, and wherein the interactive voice 
response system is operable to receive information from ibe entity registered with the network 
and to provide information incorporated in the authentication packet. 

73. (New) nie system of claim 71 , wherein the communication request indicates a 
destinatiom, and wherein the computer readable medium finther includes instructions executable 

by ibe server to: 

determine a vaUdity status associated with die destination. 

74. CNew) -Hie system of claim 71, wherein the entity registered with the network is a 
calling card. 

75. (New) nie system of daim 71, wherein directing the media content associated 
with the communication request is done using a protocol selected ftom a gioup consisting of: a 
session imuation piotocol, and an H.323 routing protocol 

76. (New) The system of claim 30, wherein the first border network and the second 
border networks are parts of die same network. 
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